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Hello
With Christmas just around the corner this month’s newsletter is
going to be a little festive.

I wanted to start by wishing all our foster carers and families a very Merry Christmas. On behalf of the
whole team, we want to say thank you for all that you are doing to care, love and support our children
and young people not just at Christmas but throughout the year. We know that this time of year can be
especially tough and challenging for our children and young people, yet as carers you don’t stop trying to
support them through this time and helping them to make magical memories. We are exceptionally lucky
to have such a wonderful bunch of carers!

Throughout this month our fabulous Mockingbird Hubs, Doncaster Foster Carers Association (DFCA) and
our own Buddy Buds Group have been hosting lots of amazing events, from cinema trips, a day out at a
ninja course and festive parties. A big thank you to everyone who organised these events we know the
children had lots of fun!
In our search for new carers to join you, our fabulous Trust Fostering Family, we will be hosting drop in
events in the Frenchgate Centre on Monday 20 and Tuesday 21 December, from 11am to 2pm. We will be
based in the Trust’s EPIC Hub, opposite Poundland on the ground floor. Pop by and say hello! We hope it
will give the residents of Doncaster the opportunity to find out more about the difference they could make
by fostering. We will be looking to host more events in the Frenchgate in the new year.
Inside this newsletter you can see all the amazing entries we’ve had for our Christmas card competition.
Our fostering festive elves (Tracey and Laura) are busy sorting out prizes for everyone who entered. As
always we have a brilliant update from our DFCA and if the weather outside is frightful we have some
activities for you all to snuggle up and enjoy.
How are you finding this newsletter? This is now our fifth month of producing this newsletter.
We would love to hear your feedback or ideas on how we can develop then please drop email to
asktrustfostering@dcstrust.co.uk It would be great to hear from you!
Have a great Christmas and if you need anything you can contact the team on

0808 129 2600

Nigel Turner
Advanced Practitioner Social Worker

Nigel Tu
rner

Meet the

team…

Name: Tracey Baker
Job: Mockingbird Liaison Worker
Length of service working in fostering: 10 years and I love it!
Tracey

Tell us about Mockingbird and how
it supports fostering families?

What do you love most
about working in fostering?

We have five Mockingbird Hubs in Doncaster.
Mockingbird is based on the idea of an extended
family, the model has the potential to improve
placement stability, safety and permanency
for our children and young people, whilst also
improving the support that is available for our
foster carers.

Every day is different, I enjoy supporting all the
carers to enhance the lives of all the children we
work with, giving them every opportunity to be
the best they can and enjoy life to the maximum.

It brings together up to ten foster families to
form a satellite foster family’. At the heart of each
foster family is a Hub home were our Hub foster
carers – Jude, Kate, Marilyn, Michelle and Tracey,
offer carers within their hub respite care, social
activities or just a familiar friend who is there to
offer support and advice.

Christmas is ‘The most wonderful time of the
year’. I really enjoy being with the children, trying
to give them the best Christmas experience’s
possible. I am mindful that this is not always
the most wonderful time for them, however the
activities and fun we have always creates smiles
and laughter.

Tell us about your role?
A key part of my role as a “liaison worker” is to
support our brilliant Mockingbird hub home carers
so they can support the fostering families within
their hubs.
Some of my work involves helping Hub home
carers putting on events and activities for the
fostering families within their constellation
to enjoy, as well as helping the Hub carers to
support the foster carers within their hubs.

What do you love most about your
job at this time of year?

Update from
your DFCA
Hello, the Christmas festivities are
now starting to get underway,
with our Polar express adventure
and Breakfast with Santa, we
also have the Christmas party
and disco where the children had
a chance to show off their party
moves! We hope everyone enjoys
all our activities bringing together
fostering families, and making
precious memories.
We know the Christmas period can be both an
exciting and challenging time for our fostering
families. As well as taking care of the family it’s
also very important as carers to take care of
yourself, enjoy every minute but remember to
keep connected with your support network and
other carers at this time of year. Your support
networks can be vital to your own well-being
throughout the Christmas holidays.
Get into the outdoors and try new experiences
as a family, share the wonderful places you have
found with other families on our Doncaster Foster
Carer Association (DFCA) Facebook page.
Lots of the children and young people like arts
and crafts, if you have found a great activity to
do with the children then share your ideas, we
love to see how much talent and how creative our
children can be.
Remember it’s the things that don’t cost money
that are also so very important to the emotional
well-being of our children, your time, your
presence, your smile and laughter all make for a
good cocktail of fun.

Janice

Play the silly games, wear the silly hats, make
memories that will last a lifetime and don’t forget
the photos, even the ones that we would rather
people not see where you feel they aren’t perfect,
that doesn’t matter, they capture that moment,
that moment of joy and happiness and can be a
wonderful reminder for children as they grow up.
I would just like to say this hasn’t be an easy year
for any of us, but I’m so proud of you all. You all
did your very best to provide that safe and loving
home for children living away from home at this
difficult time.
Thank you for everything you have done and
just to say it is appreciated by the children who
needed it most.
Enjoy, celebrate, and make the memories, merry
Christmas to each and every one of you, and we
wish you a prosperous New Year.
Take care

Janice

Kid’s corner
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas. To help keep you busy
until Santa arrives enjoy this festive edition of kid’s corner.

What treats will you be
putting out for Santa?

Knock, knock

Who is there?

Here are Bertie’s festive jokes:
Q: How does a sheep say
Merry Christmas?
A: Fleece Navidad!
Q: Where does a snowman
keep his money?
A: In a snow bank!
Q: What do you get when you
combine a Christmas tree
with an iPad?
A: A pineapple!

Q: In what year does New
Year’s Day come before
Christmas?
A: EVERY year!
Q: What do snowmen eat for
breakfast?
A: Frosted Flakes!

Christmas

Word

Search

Help our Bertie the bear find all the
words in this Christmas word search.

❏ Merry
❏ Happy
❏ Jolly
❏ Wonderful
❏ Magical
❏ Excitable
❏ Fancy
❏ Mystical
❏ Magnificent
❏ Caroling
❏ Remarkable
❏ Peaceful

Christmas card competition
A big thank you to everyone who took the time to design a card for our
Christmas card competition. We loved seeing them all – you can see all the
designs here! All our fantastic entries will receive a prize!

Design Bertie a
Christmas jumper
Bertie the fostering bear is feeling really cold at the minute. Can
you help design him a jumper – it can be a Christmas jumper or
perhaps a picture of your favourite things to do.
Send your pictures into asktrustfostering@dcstrust.co.uk by Sunday 9 January to win a prize.

